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WHAT HAPPENED TO HOHO

Divya Bishi, New Delhi

Due to ultra-modern transport system in-
Delhi, Delhi tourism projects HOHO has
lostits charm.

Indids firstHop On Hop Off (HOHO)
sightseeing Buses was introduced during
2010 commonwealth Games by Delhi
Transportation and Transportation De-
velopment Corporation.

Tourists can catch  this bus and dropan-
ywhere as per to their desire at any of the
stops along the way. The buses are availa-
ble on the route between 8 AM - 8 PM at
the interval of approximately halfan hour.
These tours are conducted in specially
designed buses which move continuous-
ly along a route.The service is designed
to provide a complete experience of the
city to a tourist. Despite having several
facilities like air-conditioned services, 30
minutes frequency, tour and audio guides
and pre-available tickets these luxury
buses are facing a stiff competition from

¢ Delhi Tourism de-
signeted buses

e Started during com-
monwelth games

private cabs services like OLA, UBER,
MERU and etc. This is probably because
of the fact that the tourists find them
more convenient and more user- friendly
public mode . Tourist visiting from other
states to the capital, find travel via metro
an interesting experience. When asked
about HOHO, Deepak and his family
members from Bulandshahar, who visited
Delhi for the 3rd time, said “ we have no
idea what HOHO is? Me and my brother’s
kids always ask us to use metro since it
not available in small towns. We find it

convenient and safe as these metros are

always crowded as compared to buses”
Sangram Singh, a HOHO driver said, I
have been driving these buses since last
5 years. The majority of the travelers are
foreigners who need a tour guide. Indian
visitors are probably not keen, and many
of them do not have idea about these
transport service.

With the introduction of the new edition
of Delhi metro, Heritage line which con-
nects the major tourism spots of Delhi
like Red Fort, Jama Masjid, etc. without
interchanging the metro lines has added
an additional option of transportation.
But what remains is the fact that Delhi
Tourism has failed in promoting these
luxury HOHO buses.
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GOTIPUA: A Dance

Divya Bishi, New Delhi

Wearing the traditional ~dress
kanchula, bright colored blouse
and nibibandha, silk cloth around
their waist “Gotipua” showed an
extraordinary dance performance
at the 2nd edition of Odisha Par-

Odisha Parba 2018

ba, 2018.

Gotipua, a dance form dedicated
to lord Jagganath and lord Krishna
is performed by boys, dressed
like female dancers.Though the
dance is performed in groups,the
name suggests the opposite as,
“Goti” means ‘single’ and “pua’”
denotes'boy’

Most of the postures of this dance
can be closely identified with
Odissi, as it gives special place to
acrobatics where yogic postures
and special ‘mudras’ are enacted.

Although there is no fixed the-
ory about how the dance form
came into being, but a school of
thought holds the view that with
the decline of the Devdasi system,
pandas (priests)choose the under-
privileged boys to dance for lord
Jagganath, to carry forward the
tradition. While another theory
states that Chaitanya Mahaprab-
hu,(BhaktiSaint) wanted dance
procession to please the deity and
since ‘Devdasis’ were not supposed
to perform dance during their
menstrual days as it was consid-
ered impure therefore eventually
e Dance form dedicaed
to lord Jagganath
e Performed by boys,
dressed like female
dancers

young boys( 3-11 years) were cho-
sen
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Siddharth Urmil, New Delhi

It was one of the sad and hopeless day
for confectionary lovers of Delhi. It
was so as Wenger’s, one of the most
enduring and oldest bakeries at the
corner of A block, Connaught Place
was closed on Tuesday. Its Black For-
est pastries, French bread, and Swiss
chocolates have a special place in the
hearts of the people of Delhi but it
wasn't only Wenger's rather the entire
Connaught place, the largest financial,
commercial and business center of
the capital, was closed, despite being
aworking day. This is due to the one-
day strike call given by The Confeder-
ation of All India Traders (CAIT) of
Delhi against the controversial Sealing
drive of the Administration.

All major wholesale and retail markets
in the National Capital remained shut
on Tuesday as traders have decided to
observe a ‘trade bandh’ against the on-
going sealing drive by the municipal

dedicated to God

Gotipua performing acrobatic dance

To keep themselves look femi-
nine,Gotipou, don't cut their hairs
until they themselves quit their
dance or reach adolescence. “Pat-
tasari’(Odisha handloom saree),
sandalwood makeup and ethnic
jewelries make the performance
more feminine. Their temporary
transgender identity, during their
performance represents the su-
preme god who creates humans
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and also probably of gender other
than male and female.

Bhawani, 11, a gotipau dancer, eld-
est among all in his dance group
said, “we are given rigorous train-
ing for years before joining the
group, not everyone who goes un-
der the training process becomes
thepart of the group, those who

perform feel that they are the most
special child of the lord.
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Effect of protest in Connaught Place

corporations on the direction of a Su-
preme Court-appointed monitoring
committee.

CAIT, in a statement, said that more
than seven lakh traders belonging to
about 2, 500 traders’ associations par-
ticipated in the protest.

Prominent markets of Delhi that re-
mained closed on Tuesday included
Chandni Chowk, Connaught Place,
Lajpat Nagar, Amar Colony, Khan
Market, South Extension, Greater Kai-
lash, Karol Bagh, Sadar Bazaar, Kamla
Nagar, Ashok Vihar, Vikas Marg, Preet
Vihar, Model Town, Azadpur, Kalkaji
and several others. While talking to

this Atul Bhargava, president of New

Delhi Traders Association traders
and shopkeepers said shopkeepers of
Connaught Place have extended their
support to the bandh call

“No major action has been initiated
in Connaught Place by the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC). Howev-
er, it has sealed some basements for
alleged misuse and is also carrying
out a survey of mezzanine floors. Our
demand is that traders must be given
some time to rectify the alleged vi-
olation if any. Sealing is not the only
solution,” he said.

Palika Bazaar was the only shopping
complex where all the shops were
open and were very much functioning

e  Entire CP was closed
on Tuesday
o  Palika Bazaar re-

mains unaffected

as normal. This was in stark contrast
with what was above Palika Bazaar,
that is, CP. When asked, why the
shops are open which is not the case
with CP? “This is NDMC's authorized
market and no unauthorized con-
struction happens here, said Vinay
Kumar Thakur, General Secretary,
Palika Bazaar Market Association.
By heart, we are with the traders. But
these are government shops; we pay
high rents for these shops. We traders
don't have any religion we just need to
work, he further added. When asked
what his comment on the on-going
sealing? He said, “This is absolutely
wrong. Since decades we have been
working here. Governments come and
go, but if they had an objection, were
they sleeping till now?
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